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introduction 
As part of its safety initiatives, the New Jersey Department of 

RIDGEWOOD context

qq

qq

Year U.S. New Jersey Bergen
 County Ridgewood

20
00

34,991,753 1,113,136 134,820 3,031

12.4% of pop 13.2% of pop 15.2% of pop 12.2% of pop

20
10

40,267,984 1,185,993 137,103 3,112

13.0% of pop 13.5% of pop 15.1% of pop 12.5% of pop

20
20

* 55,969,000 1,508,400 166,900

16.8% of pop 16.3% of pop 17.6% of pop

20
30

*

72,774,000 1,916,700 207,100

20.3% of pop 19.9% of pop 20.9% of pop

108% change 
in Seniors from  

2000  

72% change in 
Seniors from 

2000 

54% change in 
Seniors from 

2000

Source: U.S. Census, NJ Department of Labor
*Projected þgures

Table 1: Changes in the Senior Population from 2000 to 2030

NEW YORK
NEW JERSEY

Bergen 
County

Village 
of

Ridgewood
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senior mobility context
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workshop summary

Presentation
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Field Observation
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Brainstorming Session 

The following pages document some of the findings of the workshop, 
including field observations, brainstorming exercises, aerial map notations, 
written comments, group discussion, and recommendations for possible 
next steps. 
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field observation | area strengths and deficiencies

Strengths and deþciencies were identiþed 
by the group during the course of the walk. 
Strengths included a mostly complete 
sidewalk network, numerous pedestrian 
destinations and an active downtown core. 
Deþciencies discussed among the group 
included sidewalk maintenance and lack of 
comfortable crossings. 

Several crosswalks need to be restriped and updated

There are many accessible destinations such as open 
public spaces, shops, and restaurants

There are gaps in the sidewalk network

Highly visible and intuitive pedestrian signage 
encourages safe crossing practice

Insufþcient pedestrian lighting and visibility under 
railroad underpass 
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strengths and deficiencies | field observation 

There are many well marked crossings A shuttle bus is available to senior residents

Although a complete sidewalk network 
can be found in most of the Village, 
sections are cracked or uneven and high 
trafþc volumes and the lack of highly 
visible crosswalks in some areas can 
make  pedestrian crossings difþcult. 
Many positive examples of crossing 
infrastructure were observed and these 
should be replicated throughout the 
village. Areas with heaved sidewalks create an uneven walking 

surface

Missing curb ramps pose a barrier to wheelchairs, 
walkers, and strollers

Obstructions along the sidewalk restrict access for 
wheelchairs, walkers, and strollers
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What common barriers to senior mobility have 
you noticed in Ridgewood?
qq
qq
qq
qq
qq

What are your biggest challenges in walking to 
where you want to go?
qq
qq
qq
qq

qq

summary of senior mobility issues

qq

qq

qq

qq

qq

qq

qq
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Individual Locations:

qq N Broad Street at E Ridgewood Avenue 

qq Northern Parkway, between Fairway Road 
and Irvington Street 

qq Railroad underpass at Franklin Avenue and 
E Glenwood Avenue

qq W Glen Avenue at Upper Boulevard - This 

N Broad Street at E Ridgewood Avenue

South of the intersection at Fairway Road, facing south along 
Northern Parkway
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W Glen Avenue at Upper Boulevard

Underpass at E Glen Avenue 
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Area of Concern

NJ Transit Bus Stop

Community Destination

E0.50.25
Miles

0

Schools
School Athletic Fields

Recreation

Public Library

US Post Ofiice

Illegal u-turns and busy 
intersections create 
conflict between cars 
and pedestrians

Intersection has high  
traffic volumes and 
observed speeding

Observed high traffic 
volumes and speeds 
discourage pedestrian 
activity

Observed high traffic 
volumes and speeds 
discourage pedestrian 
activity

Cars making a right on 
red frequently do not 
yield to pedestrians

Sidewalk and 
crosswalk are 
missing

Sidewalk missing

Ridgewood
YMCA

Ridgewood
YMCA

Ridgewood
YMCA

The Valley
Hospital
The Valley
Hospital
The Valley
Hospital

Ridgecrest
Senior Housing

Ridgecrest
Senior Housing

Ridgecrest
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

SHARE
Senior Housing

Valley
Health

System

Valley
Health

System

Valley
Health

System

Ridgewood
Center - Extended
Care

Ridgewood
Center - Extended
Care

Ridgewood
Center - Extended
Care

Wild Duck
Pond
Wild Duck
Pond
Wild Duck
Pond

Kings
Food
Market

Kings
Food
Market

Kings
Food
Market

Stop
&

Shop

Stop
&

Shop

Stop
&

Shop

Whole
Foods

Market

Whole
Foods

Market

Whole
Foods

Market Mt. Carmel
Church
Mt. Carmel
Church
Mt. Carmel
Church

Ridgewood Village HallRidgewood Village HallRidgewood Village Hall

Veterans ParkVeterans ParkVeterans Park

Graydon
Pool
Graydon
Pool
Graydon
Pool

Rite AidRite AidRite Aid

Ben 
& 

Jerry’s

Ben 
& 

Jerry’s

Ben 
& 

Jerry’s

Bow Tie
Warner 
Theater

Bow Tie
Warner 
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Bow Tie
Warner 
Theater

Unitarian
Society
Unitarian
Society
Unitarian
Society

M
AI

N 
LI

NE
/B

ER
GE

N 
CO

UN
TY

Ridgewood

Ho-Ho Kus
COMMUNITY-IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERN
Comments from workshop participants during brainstorming exercise
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Ridgewood Downtown Area Recommendations
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D

E

F

G

H
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Ridgewood Downtown Improvement Concepts
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implementation matrix

Recommendation Lead Agency Partners Time Frame

N Broad St at E Ridgewood Ave

Four-way stop sign Village Short

Relocate crosswalk further back from intersection Village Short

Northern Parkway, between Fairway Rd and N Irving St

Install sidewalk Village Medium

Railroad underpass @ W Glen Ave (CR 82) and W Ridgewood Ave

Install pedestrian scale lighting Village NJ Transit Short

W Glen Ave (CR 82) at Upper Blvd

Install high-visibility crosswalk striping at all legs of the intersection County Village Short

Install Yield to pedestrian signage County Village Short

Install sidewalk along the north side of W Glen Ave County Village Medium

Recommendation Lead Agency Partners Time Frame

Location A – Ridgecrest Apartment Complex connection to NJ Transit station

Install sidewalk and high-visibility crosswalk striping with pedestrian signage Village Property 
Owners Medium

Location B – Franklin Ave (CR 80) at N Broad St

Restripe crosswalk County Village Short

Install curb extension at southeast corner and install ADA-compliant curb 
ramp at northeast corner County Village Long

Location C – Midblock crossing, to cross N Broad St from train station

Install high-visibility crosswalk striping Village NJ Transit Short

Install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon Village NJ Transit Medium

Install curb extensions on both sides of roadway Village NJ Transit Long

Site-Specific Recommendations

Downtown Area Recommendations
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Recommendation Lead Agency Partners Time Frame

Location D – Franklin Ave (CR 80) at Chestnut St

Relocate crosswalks along Franklin Ave and crosswalk along northern 
crossing at Oak St County Village Short

Install curb extension at northeast corner County Village Long

Install curb extensions and reduce curb radius at southeast and southwest 
corners County Village Long

Location E – Franklin Ave (CR 80) at Oak St

Relocate crosswalks along Franklin Ave County Village Short

Update signal equipment at all crossings to include pedestrian countdown 
timers County Village Long

Location F - Franklin Ave (CR 80) at N Walnut St

Relocate crosswalk across N Walnut St Village Short

Install pedestrian crossing signage at Franklin Ave approaches to intersection County Village Short

Install curb extension at southwest corner Village Long

Location G - Franklin Ave (CR 80) at Cottage Pl

Install interim curb extensions with paint and flexible bollards or planters County Village Short

Convert interim treatment to raised curb extenstions County Village Long

Location H - N Maple Ave (CR 507) at Franklin Ave (CR 80)
Restripe and update faded crosswalks County Village Short
Add ADA-compliant curb ramps at the northeast and southeast corner of the 
intersection

County Village Short

Install pedestrian countdown timer equipment County Village Medium
Add no right on red sign at southbound approach on N Maple Ave County Village Medium

Location I - N Maple Ave (CR 507) at Marshall St

Restripe faded crosswalk and install ADA-compliant curb ramps County Village Medium

Location J - Midblock crossing, between Library and Kings Food Market Plaza

Restripe faded crosswalk and install ADA-compliant curb ramps County Village Medium

Install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon County Village Medium

Install sidewalk and crosswalks to complete sidewalk network Village Business 
Owners Medium

Downtown Area Recommendations
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General Recommendations
Recommendation Lead Agency Partners Time Frame

Continue to require new development and redevelopment projects to install 
sidewalks and pedestrian amenities Village County On-going

Continue maintenance of existing sidewalk network to keep in state of good 
repair Village Property 

owners On-going

Coordinate pedestrian improvement efforts between seniors and schools 
(e.g., Safe Routes to School initiatives) Village County, NJDOT Medium

Implement traffic calming measures throughout the village where data and 
public feedback indicate problems with speeding Village County Medium

Implement education and enforcement programs regarding pedestrian safety 
and traffic laws Village

Police, County, 
NJTPA, TMAs, 

NJDOT
Medium

Continue to install ADA-compliant curb ramps at intersections village-wide County, Village Medium

Continue to upgrade traffic signal equipment and access to current 
pedestrian standards, per MUTCD and ADA requirements, village-wide; 
ensure adequate pedestrian crossing times are provided in the signal timing

Village, 
County Long

Improve lighting at pedestrian crossings, particularly on roadways with wide 
cross sections and corridors that provide access to transit County, Village Long

Conduct Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Study through NJDOT’s local 
assistance program Village NJDOT Medium

Need for bus shelters village-wide Village NJ Transit Long

next steps
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Senior Walkability Workshop
June 19, 2017

9:30AM – 12:30 PM
Ridgewood Public Library Auditorium

125 North Maple Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450

9:30–9:35

9:45–10:15

10:30–11:40

11:55–12:30

I. Welcome & Introductions

II. Context (presentation)
Understanding senior mobility
Benefits of walking
Barriers to walking
What are best practices of design for enhanced senior 
walkability?
Instructions for walk

BREAK

III. Taking an Observational Walk
Walkability audit
Field observations

BREAK

IV. Brainstorming Session for Improvements
Discuss field observations
Next Steps
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RIDGEWOOD
SENIOR WALKABILITY WORKSHOP
Field Observation Worksheet

Field Notes and Observations:

The purpose of this walk is to identify typical obstacles 
to senior mobility in the built environment.

What are we doing? 
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RIDGEWOOD
SENIOR WALKABILITY WORKSHOP
Brainstorming Session Worksheet
What are we doing?
The purpose of this session is to work together as a community to identify the areas which residents feel 
should be prioritized to improve senior mobility. Please complete this worksheet and also help mark 
up a map.
___  I am a senior
___  I am a public official
___ Other (please specify)

    Where do you believe most seniors in Ridgewood want to go?
___________________       ___________________ ___________________
___________________       ___________________ ___________________

    What senior mobility issues have you noticed in Ridgewood?
 Mobility Issue                                           Location that issue is observed
___ Cracked, uneven, or broken sidewalks           ___________________________
___ Missing or insufficiently marked crosswalks       ___________________________
___ Lack of pedestrian signals or push buttons         ___________________________
___ Insufficient pedestrian crossing times          ___________________________
___ Obstructions on walking routes                      ___________________________
___ Missing ADA compliant ramps                      ___________________________
___ Steep grades along walking routes                      ___________________________
___ Vehicles traveling at high speeds                      ___________________________
___       Other: (please describe)                                 ___________________________

  
     What are your biggest challenges in walking where you want to go?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

     Any additional observations?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

1

2

3

4
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Civic Eye
Collaborative


